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Bringing you news and information about Aurora United Church

New Beginnings at AUC

June Yates

What a great way for our church to start a new year! After several months of
anticipation, Rev. Lorraine Newton-Comar and Rev. Andrew Comar have
begun their ministry at Aurora United. Their first Sunday was January 10th.

On that first Sunday we learned more about them, and how they came to
us. Both Andy and Lorraine feel they truly have been called to AUC. They
had been perfectly happy at Trinity United in Guelph, where they had been
in team ministry for 7-1/2 years, not even thinking of change. As Lorraine
told us that morning, “People make plans. God laughs”.

As it happens, one day last year Brigitta Gamm called the church office and
spoke to Lorraine, asking if they knew if any of their colleagues might be
thinking of a change and would consider coming to Aurora. As she hung up
the telephone, Lorraine had a very strong, powerful feeling. She said to Andy,
“we must call them back!” They did call back and came to AUC for a visit.
As they were leaving the church that day, they both had begun to feel that
God had other plans for them, here in Aurora.

Lorraine says they have been receiving “an incredible, warm, loving
welcome” from our congregation and are very comfortable here at AUC,
very much at home. They are committed, and “here for the long haul™.

During the settling-in period, they have had strong support from church
staff—from Carol Rose-Kudelka and Sharon Baillie in the church office—
and are very much looking forward to working with Michael when he returns.

In the short term, they are in a whirlwind of activity. They are getting to
know us—individuals as well as committees and groups—Ilearning how we
operate as a congregation. They are doing “a lot of listening”—visiting
committees, often together, as part of the process. They feel this will give
them something of an overview of what we do, and a solid basis for moving
forward.

One of the benefits of having a married couple as a ministerial team is that
the working relationships have been worked out and the team is well estab-
lished. They understand each other’s strong points and how they work best
together. Andy and Lorraine were ordained over twenty-five years ago, and
for fifteen of those years they have worked together as a ministerial team.
As Lorraine points out, many of the “who does what” parts of their ministry
have been settled, but over time at AUC some of the pieces may shift a little.

(continued on page 3)




In Appreciation

Dear AUC friends,

We continue to deeply appreciate the very warm
welcome offered to us and to our family members.
You have been friendly and gracious in all things.
Thank you!

While church life is generally busy, life around AUC
at the moment is twirling. For us it means meeting
with as many of you and the different committees
and groups as possible. It has been fun!

We are mindful that there are great hopes that our
shared ministry be life-giving for us all. Indeed, that

is our prayer. We are looking forward to what the next
months will bring as we continue to get to know each
other, in order to press on with the many plans and
programs already begun around the AUC community.

We are blessed with such a capable staff in the persons
of Carol, Michael, Sharon, Carmen and Craig. We look
forward to our time together.

Blessings,

Lorraine & Andy

In the News

Sarah-Grace Ross (Will and Jane Ross’ daughter) was
featured in an article in the Banner in December. Just
before the holidays she returned from spending four
months in France, where she and fourteen other
Canadians lived together and worked at the Vimy Ridge
memorial site through a federal student employment
program.

There, she guided tours through the preserved Vimy
Ridge trenches and taught visitors about the monument,
in particular the tremendous sacrifice of Canadian
Soldiers who fought and died at Vimy. Sarah-Grace
thoroughly enjoyed being an ‘informal ambassador’
representing Canada.

Brett Hagarty (Joyce and Norm Hagarty’s daughter) also
was featured in the Banner as one of York Region’s
High School All-Stars. Brett is a Point Guard with the
Aurora High School Girl’s Basketball team.
Congratulations, Brett!
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AUC People News

Some friends and family members have been in hospital
or convalescing at home since the last newsletter:

Susan Cooke, Nancy Heritage, Michael Mailley,
Margaret Pierson, Klas Vanderwal and Joy Wiseman.

We send warm greetings to our friends in nursing homes,
retirement centres and permanent care facilities:

Mildred Annear, Irene Aspen, Rae Barker, Diane Chafe,
Joan Devins, Monty Dwyer, June Dymock, Juanita Ella,
Bud and June Gilbert, George Hill, Lloyd and Marion
Hinton, Dorothy Hubbs, Ada Johnson, Roberta Lee,
Barbara McCrindle, Jean McMurchy, Betty Newlands,
Marg and Jack Pierson, Doris Pringle, Art and Vivian
Sedgewick, Rex Sedore, Jean Shiner, George Smith,

Mary Stauffer and Shirley Thompson.

In Memoriam

We send our heartfelt prayers and condolences to the
following families.

Barb Toivanen and family in the loss of husband, father
and grandfather, Jack Toivanen. A service celebrating
Jack’s life took place on December 31st at AUC.

Joan Blyth, Helen Brown, and Jack Colwill and families,
in the loss of their mother, grandmother, great grand-
mother and long time AUC member, Lois Colwill. A
service celebrating Lois’ life took place January 12th.

Brian and Penny Elliot and family in the loss of Brian’s
sister.

Carol Rose-Kudelka, Rosanne Rose, Deanna Rose and
families in the loss of Carol’s husband, John Kudelka.
A gathering took place a AUC in remembrance of John
December 15th.

Stephen Dow and family in the loss of his father in
December.

Elva and Ken Morrison in the loss of Elva’s mother,
Helen Harrison, who passed away in November.

Steve Cooke and family in the loss of Steve’s mother,
who passed away in November.

To the family of Miriam Duckett who passed away in
late November.

The family of Ethel Webster, who passed away last week.
A service celebrating Ethel’s life took place January 22.

Diane and Bill Ellison and families in the loss of Bill’s
mother, Anna Ellison. A service celebrating her life took
place on January 23rd.

(continued on page 3)




AUC People News (contd)

Need Information re Aurora United?

We hope you have enjoyed our services. If you
would like to join the church or are inquiring about
baptism, please speak with Rev. Andy Comar or
Rev. Lorraine Newton-Comar, or call the church
office at 905-727-1935 ext. 23 and speak with
Sharon Baillie.

Celebrations

Congratulations to Walter Blackman who turned 90
years young on January 8th!!

Congratulations to Peter Abbott who celebrated a special
birthday in January.

Congratulations to Fred and Gail Kirstein on the birth of
their second grandchild, Logan Joseph Pollock, born
January 10th. Little brother for big sister Lillian.

Congratulations to Glenn and Michelle Marais on the
birth of their daughter, Hillary, born January 6th.

Congratulations to Sharon Baillie, who recently
celebrated ten years as church secretary with Aurora
United Church in December.

Paul Jones, the voice of the Raptors on Toronto radio
station The Fan 590, received the ‘Redefine the Possible’
Award, one of the prestigious Bryden Alumni Awards,
from York University last November. He shared the
award with his brother Mark, a sportscaster for ESPN
and ABC in the U.S. The brothers were recognized for
their achievement in sports journalism, rising from play-
ing varsity basketball to commentating on major league
games. Earlier in the year, Paul was inducted into the
York University Sports Hall of Fame.

Paul is the son-in-law of Crawford and Nancy Heritage
and married to their daughter Lisa. Paul and Lisa are
parents of Justine, Andrew and Michael.

Michael Mailley Progressing

Many of you know that Michael, our Director of Music,
had a nasty fall at the church just before service on
January 10th.

To give you an update, we can report that he is in very
good spirits and is happy with how well he is recuperat-
ing. As we learn more about how he is doing, we will
keep you posted.
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Membership News

With our new ministry team in place, the period of
transition at Aurora United is now complete. A new
spirit is emerging, and our Membership Committee are
looking forward to welcoming new members to our
church family.

Each one of our members can do his or her part in
extending a warm welcome to AUC. If you are speaking
to someone new on a Sunday morning, invite them to
join you for coffee—and make sure they sign the guest
book. If they have any questions, suggest who they
should contact.

If you have friends or a neighbours who have left our
church, invite them back to see our new sanctuary and
experience the changes.

And wear your name button on Sunday mornings. It
will be easier for Rev. Andy and Rev. Lorraine to get to
know each one of us, and it will be more comfortable for
someone new to say ’hello’.

Our new ministry team have some wonderful new ideas
to enhance the membership experience, including an
event called "Guess Who's Coming To Dinner". You'll be
hearing more about this soon.

Anyone wishing more information about membership in
our congregation should contact Sharon Baillie in the
church office. After the end of February (when she re-
turns from a trip overseas) Brigitta Gamm, Chair of
Membership, would be happy to answer your questions.
You can reach her at (905) 726-1648.

NEW Beg | nn | ngS (cont’d from page 1)

Both our new ministers feel ours is a congregation that
has tremendous potential—they see there is a great deal
going on now, but feel there can be so much more.

Now that they are here, we can look forward to new
adventures—to new opportunities and challenges. |
know Lorraine and Andy have some exciting ideas of
how we can move forward—how we can grow together
as a congregation. We will be hearing more details in the
next weeks and months.

This is truly a time of new beginnings—not just another
year or a new decade—but the beginning of a new erain
the life of Aurora United Church.

Welcome—Rev. Andy and Rev. Lorraine! We are happy
you are here.




My Heart is in Africa—The Gift of a Song

On November 15th |ast year, | had the honour of partici-
pating in a church service at AUC. The message of the
day was receiving God’s message through children.
During the service | shared stories, music and pictures
from my trip to Swaziland in July 2009, a trip that was
funded by the faith and hard work of the Youthful
Spirits and the members of this church.

I had been asked by Janine Maxwell, the Vice-President
of Heart for Africa to go on the trip and be the music
director for a concert of hope, Celebrate Litsemba.
‘Litsemba’ means ‘hope’ in the SiSwati language that is
indigenous to Swaziland. Heart for Africa is an organiza-
tion that our church, AUC, through the outreach commit-
tee, has been helping to build hope, homes and a future
for the people of Swaziland.

This journey began on February 15th, 2009, when Janine
brought a man, David Kariuki, to speak to our church.
He told a compelling tale of growing up on the streets of
Kenya, fighting with rats and mad men for survival. |
was deeply moved by his story and a song, “My Heart is
in Africa”, came to me as | was sitting in church. |
scribbled the words on the program, in between the lines
of the text for the day and then sat back, almost shaking
with the intensity of the moment. Miracles do happen
and when they happen in church, it is transcendent.

| felt 1 had to share this with Janine, whom | had never
met until that day. | walked over, sat beside her and told
her that | had written a song for her. Tears came to her
eyes as she told me that God had spoken to her after our
morning service and told her that | would write her a
song. | was so incredibly moved by that day! It was
powerful experience for me to have met this wonderful
man, David Kariuki—and Janine Maxwell, who is an
incredible champion of human rights in Africa. But
perhaps the most amazing thing was feeling the absolute
presence of God and his gifts.

When | went to Swaziland, I was immediately taken by
the kindness of the people and the warmth of their spirit.
But I was shaken to the core by the desperate poverty and
despair that shrouds this wonderful country. I returned
home with a greater conviction in my spirit and a deeper
sense of God and his beauty in my heart. Children are so
open to the wonders of this world and the simple beauty
of God’s message, that through their eyes | have begun to
learn what it means to be a man and a compassionate
human being.

This summer the concert of hope, Litsemba, will be
performed for 15,000 of the country’s children in need

and at risk, brought together by the members of Heart

for Africa and the church in Swaziland for one magnificent
celebration of hope.

Tidings

Our children are our greatest gifts and, in honouring them
and the children around the world who so desperately need
our help, we give honour and grace back to God.

It is my hope that I can return to Swaziland to help with
(T P s

g - _
the Litsemba concert this year. The lyrics for the song are

shown below and if anyone would like a copy of the song,
they can email me at: glennmarais@hotmail.com.

Glenn Marais

My Heart is in Africa

My heart is in Africa, a childhood in need
My heart is in Africa, it's where | wanna be.

Of rats, dogs and mad men

Alone in the streets again

Cold in the darkness, on no one to depend
The gift of hope my greatest friend

This love is the message | send

My heart is in Africa, my blood on the streets
My heart is in Africa, it's where | learned to be free

God sent me an angel

A man that | would one day be

| would return to these same lonely streets
So that others could be free

So that others can be free

My heart is in Africa, my blood on the streets
My heart is in Africa, it's where | learned to be free

When I look and ask why

| see nothing but the days gone by
| fight, for every child

And the world keeps turning round
| fight, for every life

But this world keeps turning

My heart is in Africa, a childhood in need

My heart is in Africa, it's where | wanna be

My heart is in Africa, my blood on the streets

My heart is in Africa, it's where | learned to be free

Words by Glenn Marais and Steve Falk
Music Glenn Marais, Steve Falk and Peter Swann
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What’s Happening at AUC

Feb. 7
Feb. 14

Feb. 21
Feb. 28

Mar. 7
Mar. 14
Mar. 21

Mar. 28

Worship Services

9 and 10:30 a.m. Worship Service

9 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
and Baptism

9 and 10:30 a.m. Worship Service

9 and 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
7 p.m. Youthful Spirits Worship

9 and 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9 and 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9 and 10:30 a.m. Worship Service

9 and 10:30 a.m. Worship Service

-

Annual General Meeting

will be held on

Sunday, February 28th
following the 10:30 service.
Lunch will be served
before the meeting.

The Parish Nurse Ministry’s Lunch and Learn

will be held on February 14 in Hunter’s Hall
following the 10:30 service. The topic is “Loving
Ourselves—Warts and All” facilitated by Carol
Rose-Kudelka. Life is 10 percent what happens to

you and 90 percent how you react to it. Learn how

you can change your attitude so your negatives
work for you in a positive manner. For further
information, please contact Carol.

The Health Cabinet Book Club will be held on
February 10 at 7 p.m. in the Founders Room. The book
to be discussed is A Stroke of Insight by Dr Jill Boldt-
Taylor. Everyone is welcome to join the discussion.

Tidings

Feb

Feb.

Feb.
Feb.

Feb.
Feb.

Feb.
Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.
Feb.

Feb.
Feb.

Mar.

Mar

Mar.

Mar

Mar

Mar.

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

Mar

Dates to Remember

.1 Seekers

2,9,16,23 Hand Bells 1 & 2
Kerygma Bible Study

3 Council

4,11,18,25 AM Coffee, New Dimensions,
Teen Confirmation, Senior Choir

6, 13, 20, 27 Rise and Shine Breakfast

8 Gran Aurora, Sunday School
Teachers Planning Meeting

9 Wellspring, Baptismal Prep., Grace

10 Pastoral Care Potluck Supper and
Meeting
Health Cabinet Book Club

11 3rd Aurora Scout Group Executive

15 FAMILY DAY—CHURCH
OFFICE CLOSED

16 3rd Aurora Pancake Supper

22 Property Committee
UCW Executive

27 Drum Circle with David Price

28 AUC’s Annual General Meeting.

1 Seekers

.2,9,16,23 Hand Bells 1 & 2
Kerygma Bible Study
3 Council

. 4,11,18,25AM Coffee, New Dimensions,
Teen confirmation, Senior Choir

.6, 13, 20, 27 Rise and Shine Breakfast
8 Gran Aurora, Sunday School
Teachers Planning Meeting
9 Baptismal Prep., Grace
11 3rd Aurora Scout Group Executive
15 Property Committee
27 Drum Circle with David Price

Family Potluck and Talent Night
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Fall Stewardship Campaign

Fiscal reality collides with our commitments to
youth, outreach and worship

In November, Council launched a Stewardship Informa-
tion campaign. It was the beginning of a process that will
help share the news of the current financial situation at
Aurora United. The letter and reply card were followed
by a straight-talking announcement before the services
in late November. A clear message was delivered that we
currently spend several thousand more dollars each
month than we receive, but that there was a plan to
address this.

In response, over 110 families replied to the mail-

ing. Many increased their PAR givings each month and
others gave one-time contributions to help out; some
reported that there would be no change. This is a start

in the right direction. In the long run, it will take a
concerted effort by a broad group in a growing congrega-
tion to turn around the current deficit, But the plan to
do so is in place and we will keep the congregation posted
on the outcomes. Our commitments to youth, outreach
and worship require prayerful reflection.

If you have any questions about Stewardship issues,
please feel free to contact Steve Falk.

Spring Rummage Sale
Is April 23rd-24th

It’s time to plan for the Spring Rummage Sale! Doreen
Hiltz and Helen Roberts again will lead the organization
of our Sale. But another leader is needed, as well as
helpers during the event. Dates this year are:

April 22nd—set-up

April 23rd the actual Sale

April 24th, bag sale and clean-up.
Anyone can help with the Sale—no special experience is
needed. It is a great—and enjoyable—way for someone

new to AUC to get to know others and to be a part of an
event that supports our community.

The first meeting of the Rummage Sale committee is on
Wednesday, February 24th at 7.30 p.m. at the church.
If you are interested in—or just considering—helping,
come to the meeting, and then you can decide where you
best fit in.

Contact Doreen (905) 853-0374 or Helen (905) 713-1597
if you need any further information.

Brigitta Gamm, Publicity, Spring Rummage Sale

-

Al Routledge or Bill Suddard.

-

~

Church Visioning

A Church Property Visioning Group is currently looking into possibilities for re-developing the residential properties
owned by the Church. The group is in the process of developing a mandate of land utilization for these properties.
Anyone interested in joining in this process can contact Ivor Roberts (chair), Lloyd Kerswill, Brian North, Will Ross,

y

Over 270 Served at Rise and Shine Community Breakfasts

The Rise and Shine Community Breakfast is going strong

thanks to many committed volunteers. Every Saturday
morning at 9:30 a.m., Aurora United Church opens its
doors to provide a hot meal and

they have that day, and perhaps that is why they came to

Rise and Shine the first time.
But now, Rise and Shine means so much more. People of

fellowship to those in need, in our
community.

To me, Rise and Shine is not
simply another way to serve our
community, but it is a way to
glorify God.

Rise and Shine began on Novem-
ber 7th, and in eight weeks we
have served at least 270 break-
fasts! For many of the guests, our

all ages come to make new friends,
share time together, tell stories, and
garner support for the coming week.

That is true for both our guests and our
| volunteers.

=l A big vote of thanks to those who came
in on Boxing Day to make the holiday
special for thirty-one guests.

Submitted by Carol Lever

breakfast will be the only meal

Helping in the kitchen—from left, Nellie Lopez,

Carol Lever and Ellen Lever.

Tidings
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A Creation of Love

*“So, what does a person have to do to get a prayer shawl?”

This was the question Peter Abbott would ask many
times following the loss of his dear friend John
Armstrong. One day, John’s family overheard Peter’s
plea! This would be the inspiration for the family to
make a prayer shawl to show their love and appreciation
for Peter’s incredible support during John’s illness.

Each family member would share in the creation of this
prayer shawl. Woven deeply in the stitches were the
memories—the funny memories, the joyful memories,
the painful memories, the memories of all the love this
family had shared. Out of a single strand of yarn emerged
a beautiful shawl.

Children’s laughter filled the church on November 22,
2009, as family and friends gathered in the Evelyn
Wilkinson Parish Nursing Centre to present Peter with
his shawl.

As the shawl was lovingly placed around Peter’s
shoulders, I recalled the last time Peter and | had
visited John. As we were about to leave his hospital
room, John asked Peter to put his prayer shawl around
him. As | watched Peter tuck the shawl carefully
around his dear friend, I was struck by the importance
of this moment; John knew that this act of kindness
meant so very much, not only to himself but also to

his dear friend Peter.

John’s spirit was very much present as Peter welcomed
the shawl that day, a shawl created in the spirit of love,
and forever wrapping a community in love.

Carol Rose-Kudelka, AUC Parish Nurse

Be in Touch

Would you like to receive your newsletters by e-mail?
That way, you can see each issue in colour! If you are
on the church e-mail list, you also would receive
notification of special events or happenings at AUC.

Just contact Sharon Baillie in the church office and she
will be happy to add your name to the list.

It’s a good way to keep in touch. And by using e-mail
rather than ‘snail mail’, we can help manage our church
resources more responsibly.

If you have recently moved, or are planning to move in
the near future, please advise Sharon so your information
may be updated.

Gifts of Music for ALm

In our new sanctuary you’ve been hearing some wonder-
ful music. Two special gifts recently have been given to
our church, for all of us to enjoy.

Our beautiful Yamaha grand piano arrived in November,
to the delight of Michael Mailley, our Director of Music.
It’s the culmination of a long held dream at our church
and is to be named the Aubrey Foy Memorial Piano, in
honour of Aubrey Foy. Aubrey was our music director
from late 1996 until summer 2003.

Several years ago a fund was set up to honour Aubrey,
with a grand piano in mind. Michael was able to find this
piano, and an anonymous donor made a generous gift to
the Memorial Fund that enabled the dream to come true.
Its gorgeous sound is already enhancing our worship
services and special events.

Another gift of music has come to us from the Sanctuary
Redevelopment Committee—a Roland electronic drum
kit. This includes 20 drum sets, a set of tubular bells,
chimes, orchestra cymbals, triangle timpani, cowbells,
congas, bongos, hand claps, etc.

As Frank Pulumbarit (a key player in the Sanctuary
Redevelopment project) explains, this is a gift “to the next
generation of musical talent at AUC” and is expected to
enhance the music experience in many ways, at our
church.

We are grateful indeed for these wonderful gifts of music.
Both these instruments will be dedicated to the glory of
God—and you will be hearing more about the service of
dedication soon.

Join the AV Team

The AV Committee at Aurora United is looking for
more members! "But how can | help? I don't know
anything about sound or video." You don't need to!
We'll train you on everything you need to know.

We need volunteers (especially youth, 16 years or older)
interested in running the audio and video system on
Sunday mornings at the 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services,
at weddings and funerals—and other events put on by
outside groups. For youth members, this is a great way
to get your community hours filled! C’'mon . . . let your
inner geek loose!!

Please contact Bob Kyriakides at
info@DigitalLightAndMagic.ca or 905-717-5498.

Tidings
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Christmas Events at

The Youthful Spirits on Christmas Eve

The Youthful Spirits were delighted to lead the 7 p.m. service on December 24th this year. The gang, pictured here, brought
a joyous spirit to the evening’s music and readings. Songs ranged from Latin American-flavoured pieces to carol medleys in

Barenaked Ladies style. It was a bright way to spend Christmas Eve. You can attend any of the Youthful Spirits jams each
Sunday evening at AUC. They also host a service at 7:00 p.m. on the last Sunday of most months.

Thursday Coffee Hour
Christmas Party

Community coffee hour is held at the church
every Thursday morning, hosted by one of our
members, Lesley Webster. What started out to be
one or two women with children has grown sub-
stantially because of her dedication—another way
AUC people are reaching out to the commu-

nity. They held a party just before Christmas. In
the photo on the left are Lesley and her daughter,
and (right) two other very happy attendees.

UCW Christmas Stockings

The Aurora United Church's Christmas Stocking Ministry had a successful
Christmas stocking stuffing day on December 8th. Volunteers filled 240 stock-
ings and organized donations for the Women's Centre and the Rose of Sharon,
as well as 70 gifts to the Recovery Program of the Canadian Mental Health
Association.

The generosity of our donors was overwhelming and the agencies were very
grateful for our outreach within the community. Thank you for your heartfelt
support. It meant a brightened holiday season for many.

Heather Sedore, Coordinator —_— . - :
Joan Dies, John Wilson and Yvonne Speck

sharing a laugh while filling Christmas stockings.
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Aurora United Church

Carols by Candlelight
This year’s Carols by Candlelight was a joyous occasion—with a full choir, two bell choirs, the Youthful Spirits,
musicians and soloists. In the photographs, from top left, Paul Shepherd, Marjorie Shepherd and Rev. Tim light-
ing candles; Lisa Kyriakides, Dave Pilkey and the Youthful Spirits leading the singing of Christmas songs before
the service; Michael Mailley and the senior choir; and some of the sopranos in the choir, singing Christmas carols
at the close of the service. Photographs by Les Nip.

The Sun day School Pageant was a highlight of the worship service on December 20th.
Above, photographs of participants in the Pageant, taken by Fern Beattie.
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