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Lent is a liberating reminder that I’m not stuck. Because God speaks in new  
voices and in unexpected ways, change can come. Renewal is possible. And in the ultimate  

Christian mystery that awaits us a few weeks from now, even physical death leads 
to resurrection life.(D.Clendenin) 
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SEEKING GOD TOGETHER 
 
PRELUDE      O For a Closer Walk With God (C.V.Stanford, 1852-1924) 
  St. Bartholonew’s Choir/ Paolo Bordignon, organist & choirmaster. 
 
 
WELCOME & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP        Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
 
Acknowledgment of Territory 
As we come into worship today, we acknowledge that we reside and worship on the 
traditional lands of the people of the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation… 
and acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP       
 
As people of the journey  
we gather, 
supporting and uplifting one another. 
As people of the journey  
we venture on, 
unsure as to what lies around the next bend. 
As people of the journey  
we go in faith, 
confident that God is with us. 
As people of the journey  
we follow the light, 
the light that is in Jesus. 
As people of the journey  
we seek guidance, 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Come, people of the journey, 
the Lenten path continues before us. 
Let us worship! 
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HYMN       God Who Gives to Life Its Goodness (W.Farquharson/C.V.Taylor) VU 260 
 
God who gives to life its goodness, God creator of all joy, 
God who gives to us our freedom, God who blesses tool 
and toy: teach us now to laugh and praise you, deep within 
your praises sing, till the whole creation dances for the  
goodness of its King. 
 
God who fills the earth with beauty, God who binds each 
friend to friend, God who names us co-creators God who 
wills that chaos end: grant us now creative spirits, minds 
responsive to your mind, hearts and wills your rule extending 
all our acts by Love refined. 
 
 
LENTEN CANDLE LITURGY   Chris, Dorie, Graham, Sophie & (Sherlock) Stewart 
 
Where is the time and place to listen for the still, 
small voice of God? 
 
These Lenten days invite us to go within.  
In Lent we journey to the parts of ourselves known  
only to God. 
 
(One candle is extinguished.) 
 
Let us pray… 
Draw us together in your love, O God. May we know 
your presence among us as we mark these Lenten days 
together. May we know your wisdom in seeking centred, 
mindful lives, aware of the world around us and the  
relationships which enrich our lives. Amen, 
 

 
SUNG RESPONSE   Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (M.Haugen) VU 121 
 
We remember truth once spoken,  
love passed on through act and word, 
every person lost and broken 
wears the body of our Lord, 
wears the body of our Lord. 
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THEME STORY        Jesus Clears the Temple (Saddleback Kids)  YouTube     

 
 

FINDING GOD TOGETHER 
 
 

SCRIPTURE      1 Corinthians 1:18-25  (God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom.) 
                                                                                                      Debra Hilliard 

18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of 
the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is 
wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish 
the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 
who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who 
are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 
stronger than human strength. 

 
GIFT OF MUSIC     Amazing Grace (J.Newton)  David Pilkey 
 
     
GOSPEL     John 2:13-22   (Jesus clears the temple.)     NRSV   

 13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he 
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 
tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 
and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop 
making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was 
written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign 
can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was 
speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus 
had spoken. 
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  Come to the quiet...a time for reflection 
 
 
SERMON      !mbodied 
 
HYMN      Jesus Christ Is Waiting (J.Bell/Iona Community) VU 117 
 
Jesus Christ is waiting, waiting in the streets; 
no one is his neighbour, all alone he eats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I am lonely too. Make me  
friend or stranger, fit to wait on you. 
 
Jesus Christ is raging, raging in the streets, 
where injustice spirals and real hope retreats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I am angry too. In the  
Kingdom’s causes let me rage with you. 
 
Jesus Christ is healing, healing in the streets; 
curing those who suffer, touching those he greets. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I have pity too. Let my care 
be active, healing just like you. 
 
Jesus Christ is dancing, dancing in the streets, 
where each sign of hatred he, with love, defeats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I should triumph too.  
On suspicion’s graveyard let me dance with you. 
 
Jesus Christ is calling, calling in the streets, 
‘Who will join my journey? I will guide their feet.’ 
Listen, Lord Jesus, let my fears be few. Walk one 
step before me; I will follow you. 
 
 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
  

                                                                                                                                    
A Statement about the gifts we bring in worship for the life of the church….          
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER 
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HYMN      He Leadeth Me (J.H.Gilmore) VU 657 
 
He leadeth me: O blessed thought! O words with heavenly 
comfort fraught! What e’er I do, where’er I be, still ‘tis 
God’s hand that leadeth me.  
 
He leadeth me! He leadeth me! By his own hand  
he leadeth me! His faithful follower I would be 
for by his hand he leadeth me! 
 
Sometimes ‘mid scenes of deepest gloom, sometimes 
where Eden’s bowers bloom, by waters calm, o’er troubled  
sea, still ‘tis his hand that leadeth me. 
 
He leadeth me! He leadeth me! By his own hand  
he leadeth me! His faithful follower I would be 
for by his hand he leadeth me! 
 
Lord, I would clasp thy hand in mine, nor ever murmur 
nor repine, content, whatever lot I see, since ‘tis my God 
that leadeth me 
 
He leadeth me! He leadeth me! By his own hand  
he leadeth me! His faithful follower I would be 
for by his hand he leadeth me! 
 
And when my task on earth is done, when by thy grace  
the victory’s won, even death’s cold wave I will not flee, 
since God through Jordan leadeth me. 
 
He leadeth me! He leadeth me! By his own hand  
he leadeth me! His faithful follower I would be 
for by his hand he leadeth me! 
 
COMMISSIONING & BLESSING 
May the path that Christ walks to bring justice upon 
the earth, to bring light to those who sit in shadows, 
to bring out those who live in servitude, and to bring 
new things to all creation, may this path run through  
our lives. May we be the road Christ takes. 
(A.Palmer, St.Paul’s U.C.,New Liskeard, On.) 
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And now,let us go gladly into the world as we are able… 
to be filled with the love of God. Dance to the song of the Spirit 
and reflect the Christ in each new day. Amen. 
 
 
POSTLUDE      The Valley (Jane Siberry/arr.Beth Hanson)  
           Elecktra Women’s Choir, Vancouver, B.C. 
 
 
 

 
The United Church of Canada acknowledges that its buildings and ministries, from coast to coast to coast  

are on traditional Territories of Indigenous Peoples. 
  

 
All hymns and music used today are reprinted and podcast with permission 

under One License #A-718074 and CCLI Licenses #20425240 and #20425257 
 

Participating in Worship today… 
Rev. Lorraine Newton-Comar & Rev. Andrew Comar 
The Stewart Family: Chris, Dorie, Graham, Sophie & Sherlock; 
David Pilkey, Debra Hillliard. 
 
 
With thanks to… Noah Comar, videographer, and to Bob Kyriakides,  
video editor…and to all who are filming at home in order to participate 
in worship in some way! J 
 
The hymn recordings today are from…  
More Voices, audio CD (U.C.C., 2007), YouTube 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 


