
Welcome to Aurora United Church 
…uniting hearts and hands on the journey. 

 
 

 
 

 

LENT 5 

Wilderness Wanderings: Caring for God’s Creation 
March 21, 2021 

 
Though I do not expect that a plant will spring up where no seed has been,  

I have great faith in seed…convince me that you have a seed there,  
and I am prepared to expect wonders. (Henry David Thoreau) 



-2- 
 

SEEKING GOD TOGETHER 
 
PRELUDE      Pilgrim’s Hymn (Stephen Paulus) University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire 
        Dr. Gary R. Schwartzhoff, conductor     YouTube 
 
 
WELCOME & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP        Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Acknowledgment of Territory 
As we come into worship today, we acknowledge that we reside and worship on the 
traditional lands of the people of the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation… 
and acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP       
 
God of all our journeys, 
You call your people to gather 
in an attitude of worship. 
We come as we are; 
you meet us here. 
Though we are slow to open 
ourselves to you— 
you take what we offer 
and give it back again. 
These Lenten days provide 
a way for us—a path to journey on— 
the Way of discovery. 
Come, then, people of God, 
and worship— 
and so we worship, 
in the fullness of God’s love. 
 

  
HYMN      Come and Find the Quiet Centre   (S.E. Murray/B.F. White)  VU 374 
 
Come and find the quiet centre in the crowded life we lead, 
find the room for hope to enter, find the frame where we are freed: 
clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes, that we can see 
all the things that really matter, be at peace, and simply be. 
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Silence is a friend who claims us, cools the heat and slows the pace, 
God it is who speaks and names us, knows our being, face to face, 
making space within our thinking, lifting shades to show the sun, 
raising courage when we’re shrinking, finding scope for faith begun. 
 
In the Spirit let us travel, open to each other’s pain, 
let our loves and fears unravel, celebrate the space we gain: 
there’s a place for deepest dreaming, there’s a time for heart to care, 
in the Spirit’s lively scheming there is always room to spare! 
 
 
 
LENTEN CANDLE LITURGY       Debby Schieck, with Grayson & Ella Jade McVeigh 
 
We come to worship in a very different way in this changed 
time in our history, and yet still we come to worship, seeking 
sanctuary, a set-apart time for worship. 
 
The season of Lent is a kind of sanctuary, extended in time;  
and one of the things Lent teaches is that we too are a sanctuary. 
There is inside us a place for sacred things, a place where God 
is found.  
 
One purple candle is extinguished. 
 
Let us pray… 
Loving God, we open our hearts to you. We invite you 
into our innermost being, only to find you already there. 
Strengthen us in our quiet places and then lead us into  
the work of justice and peace. Amen. 
 
 
SUNG RESPONSE   Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (M. Haugen) VU 121 
 
Christ you lead and we shall follow, 
stumbling though our steps may be, 
one with you in joy and sorrow, 
we the river, you the sea, 
we the river, you the sea. 
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THEME STORY        Spring Season: Simon’s Cat     YouTube    
 
 

FINDING GOD TOGETHER 
 

SCRIPTURE      Jeremiah 31:31-34 (I will write my law on their hearts.) NRSV 
                                                                                                                                   Emily Crawley                                                              

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 
 
GIFT OF MUSIC      Peace for the Children (D. Lankshear-Smith/arr. J. Locke)  YouTube 

Music United members from across Canada gather virtually to keep the music flowing! 
(look for Margaret Heney and Mark Ruhnke) 

 
 
    
  
GOSPEL    John 12: 20-33    (Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth.)  NRSV    

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life 
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever 
serves me, the Father will honor. 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—
‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this  
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hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, 
and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has 
come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of 
this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

 

  Come to the quiet...a time for reflection 
 
 
SERMON      !ritten on our "earts 
 
 
HYMN        Soil of God, You and I (J. Hannah/D. Melhorn-Boe)  MV 174 
 
Soil of God, you and I, stand ready to bear 
seeds of faith nourished by God’s tender care. 
Growing in everyone for here God is found. 
All stand together, we are…Holy ground. 
 
Soil of God, you and I, now ready to be 
part of God’s promise for others to see. 
Open to everyone for here God is found. 
All stand together, we are…Holy ground. 
 
Soil of God, you and I, now called to rebirth, 
joining as partners with all of the earth. 
Living in harmony for here God is found. 
All stand together, this is…Holy ground. 
 
 
 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
                                                                                                                                     

A Statement about the gifts we bring in worship for the life of the church….          
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER 
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HYMN      Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song (Les Petite Soeurs de Jesus) VU 641 
 
Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey, 
I’ll tell everybody about you wherever I go: 
for our life and our peace and our love is yourself. 
Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey. 
 
Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey. 
May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you. 
May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song. 
Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey. 
 
As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant  
to carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears;  
for you saved me by giving your body and blood.  
As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant. 
 
I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey, 
but courage will come with the sound of your steps 
by my side; and with all of the family you saved by your love,  
we’ll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey. 
 
 
COMMISSIONING & BLESSING 
The love of God  
is at home in us. 
We go out in peace. 
The justice of Jesus  
is at home in us. 
We go out in hope. 
The wildness of God’s Spirit  
is at home in us. 
We go out in love. Amen. 
(Eggs & Ashes; the Iona Community-adapted) 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE    The Irish Blessing (Be Thou My Vision)  YouTube 

…over 300 Irish churches (a year ago) sing blessings over the world and beyond. 
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The United Church of Canada acknowledges that its buildings and ministries, from coast to coast to coast  

are on traditional Territories of Indigenous Peoples. 
  

 
 

All hymns and music used today are reprinted and podcast with permission 
under One License #A-718074 and CCLI Licenses #20425240 and #20425257 

 
Participating in Worship today… 
Rev. Lorraine Newton-Comar & Rev. Andrew Comar 
Debby Schieck and family, Emily Crawley, Music United. 
 
With thanks to… Noah Comar, videographer, and to Bob Kyriakides,  
video editor…and to all who are filming at home in order to participate 
in worship in some way! J 

The hymn recordings today are from… More Voices: Audio CD (The United Church 
of Canada, 2007 and YouTube 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


