
Welcome to Aurora United Church 
…uniting hearts and hands on the journey. 

 
 

 
 

PALM SUNDAY 

Wilderness Wanderings: Caring for God’s Creation 
March 28, 2021 

 
On this Palm Sunday, may we, who are sometimes swayed by the crowd’s approval,  
and who often avoid conflict for fear of its cost to us, hold fast to the gospel of peace 
and justice and follow faithfully in your way of compassion and solidarity with those  

who are poor and excluded, wherever it may lead us. (K.Galloway, Iona Community) 
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SEEKING GOD TOGETHER 
 
PRELUDE      Hosanna! (D.Forrest) ITS Student Choir (Surabuya, Indonesia) 
     from the Leonardo da Vinci International Choral Festival-Florence, Italy 
 
 
WELCOME & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP        Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Acknowledgment of Territory 
As we come into worship today, we acknowledge that we reside and worship on the 
traditional lands of the people of the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation… 
and acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
For the message of the palm parade, 
a message declaring that might has no power 
over righteousness, 
we give thanks to you O God. 
For the exuberance of those 
early followers of Jesus, 
we give thanks to you, O God. 
For the love of God expressed in community, 
we give thanks to you, O God. 
For justice proclaimed 
within the margins of society, 
We give thanks to you, O God. 
For the light of wisdom and compassion 
that shines in the shadows of our souls, 
we give thanks to you, O God. 
For the opportunity to gather,  
set-apart, in worship, 
we give thanks to you, O God. 
For this coming Holy Week in which the 
Mysteries and the meaning of life are proclaimed, 
we give thanks to you, O God. 
We come in worship! 
(J.McKean, Orillia, On.) 
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HYMN     Hosanna, Loud Hosanna  (J.Threlfall)      VU 123 
Hosanna, loud hosanna the happy children sang;  
through pillared court and temple the joyful anthem rang; 
to Jesus, who had blessed them close folded to his breast, 
the children sang their praises, the simplest and the best. 

 
From Olivet they followed ‘mid an exultant crowd, 
the victory palm-branch waving, and singing clear and loud; 
the Lord of earth and heaven rode on in lowly state, 
content that little children should on his bidding wait. 
 
‘Hosanna in the highest!’ That ancient song we sing, 
for Christ is our Redeemer; earth, let your anthems ring. 
O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice, 
and in his humble presence eternally rejoice! 
 
 
 LENTEN CANDLE LITURGY    The Backer Family 
 
We have gathered here and at home, week after week, sharing a common quest  
for a deeper faith and a deeper experience of the divine. As we extinguish this light,  
we acknowledge the broken places in our world where people struggle every day  
to find meaning and purpose for their lives.  
  
(Sixth candle is extinguished.)        
                                      
Let us pray… 
Loving God, there are so many choices before us every day—choices offered by  
our friends, our families, our culture, our own past. Some of them encourage the 
wellbeing of the earth, ourselves and our neighbours; others are destructive.  
Help us to distinguish between them. May we learn from the choices of Jesus  
and embody compassion, justice and inclusion in all we say and do. Amen.                                                  
 
 
SUNG RESPONSE   Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (M.Haugen) VU 121 
Light of life beyond conceiving, 
mighty Spirit of our Lord, 
give new strength to our believing, 
give us faith to live your word, 
give us faith to live your word. 
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THEME STORY        The Easter Story (The Triumphal Entry)  Saddleback Kids  YouTube   
 
 
 

FINDING GOD TOGETHER 
      
RESPONSIVE READING    Psalm 118: 2-4, 19-29   VU p.837   Laurie Bentolila 
 
Let Israel now say: 
 ‘God’s love endures for ever.’ 
Let the house of Aaron say: 
 ‘God’s love endures for ever.’ 
Let those who fear God say: 
 ‘God’s love endures for ever.’ 
 
Open to me the gates of the temple, that I may enter and give thanks to God. 
 This is the gate of God; through it the righteous shall enter. 
I thank you for you have answered me; you have become my salvation. 
 The stone which the builders rejected 
 has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is God’s doing, marvelous in our eyes. 
 This is the day that God has made, 

let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

Save us, O God, we pray; 
 God, we pray, give us success. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God. 
 We bless you from the house of God. 
God, our God, has given us light; 
 with palm branches in hand let us march to the altar. 
You are my God, and I will thank you; 
 you are my God, and I will extol you. 

 
  
 
GIFT OF MUSIC      Way Over Yonder (Carole King)  Steve Falk/David Pilkey 
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GOSPEL         John 12:12-19  (Jesus enters Jerusalem.)  NRSV     
                                  (Video Clip: The Gospel of John)   
12The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— the King of Israel!” 
14Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: 15“Do not be afraid, daughter 
of Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 16His disciples did not 
understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that 
these things had been written of him and had been done to him. 17So the crowd that had 
been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead 
continued to testify. 18It was also because they heard that he had performed this sign that 
the crowd went to meet him. 19The Pharisees then said to one another, “You see, you can 
do nothing. Look, the world has gone after him!” 
 
 
 
  Come to the quiet...a time for reflection 
 
 
SERMON      !alms, !andemic & the "nd of !atience 
              
HYMN      When They Heard That Jesus Was Coming   (R. Cooney MV 128) 
 
When they heard that Jesus was coming, Sing hosanna to the chosen one! 
All the people went out to meet him. Sing hosanna to the chosen one! 
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the chosen one! 
 
Spread their cloaks and branches before him, Sing hosanna to the chosen one! 
Children sang with palm branches waving. Sing hosanna to the chosen one! 
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the chosen one! 
 
Blest is he, like David before him. Sing hosanna to the chosen one! 
Blest is he, God`s blessing upon him. Sing hosanna to the chosen one! 
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the chosen one! 
 
Word of God, and first born of people, Sing hosanna to the chosen one! 
Promise kept, the crown of creation. Sing hosanna to the chosen one! 
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the chosen one! 
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
                                                                                                                                     

        
THE NEW CREED  VU p. 918 
 
Joanne Banfill, Nancy Birtch, Joyce Hagarty, Pat Innes, Lisa Kyriakides, Carol Lever, 
Sue Linley, John Malarczyk, Mackenzie Malarczyk, Laura Wells 

 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 
 

                                                                                                                                    
A Statement about the gifts we bring in worship for the life of the church….   
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION     
 
God be with you     . 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to God. 
We give God thanks and praise! 
 
On this day of celebration—on this day of renewing our faith— 
on this day of walking with Christ, to Jerusalem, to Golgotha and beyond… 
we give you thanks, great and loving God, by singing: 
 
O Holy, holy, holy God, O God of time and space. All earth and seas 
and sky above bear witness to your grace. Hosanna in the highest heav’n, 
creation sings your praise. And blessed is the One who comes and bears 
your name always. (Kingsfold MV 203) 
 
From the very beginning, you have loved us. You created all that is,  
calling it into being. With the ruach –the Spirit—with the Wind and  
the Word, you saw what you had created, and called it, ‘Good!’ 
Thank you, loving God! 
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But time and time again, in history and in our story, we have turned away  
from your love. We have turned away from your hope. We have turned  
away from you. We have wandered away, thinking we knew best. 
But you never left us to walk by ourselves, loving God;  
even when we turned away, you walked the road with us. 
 
Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 
Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 
(Kingsfold MV 204) 
 
Through prophets, priests and storytellers, 
through mothers and grandmothers, 
through fathers and grandfathers; 
through teens and children and infants, 
you called us back to your love. 
Thank you, loving God! 
 
On the night before he was put to death, Jesus gathered his friends for a 
meal of celebration. There he recommitted himself to your love, and to his 
people. He took bread, thanked You, and broke the bread, giving it to his 
friends, saying: ‘Take this and eat it. This is my body, given to you. Each  
time you do this, remember me.’ 
We remember him. 
After the meal was over, he took the cup of blessing, thanked You, and  
poured the wine, giving it to his friends, saying: ‘Take this and drink it. 
This is my blood, given for you. Each time you drink this, remember me.’ 
We remember him. 
And so we do as he asked us, loving God. We pray that your Spirit might  
fill these gifts, and fill us—that all might be vessels of your love, your hope 
and your life in the world. 
Come, Holy Spirit, come! 
 
Amen, amen, O Holy One! Hosanna and Amen!  
Amen, amen, O Holy One, Hosanna and Amen! (Kingsfold MV 205) 
 
 
Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 
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SHARING THE FEAST 
Communion in this time of pandemic will reflect our households as we  
bring to our living spaces the things which speak of our lives…bread/wine,  
bread/juice, pita, rice cracker or otherwise. In response to the invitations:  
‘Jesus Christ, bread of heaven’ and, ‘Jesus Christ, cup of salvation’… 
take the elements of your choice, each in their turn, knowing you reside  
in the embrace of a broad faith community, tied to one another in the Spirit  
of God made known in Jesus. We are not alone. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of the Way, you are the road we travel, and the sign we follow; 
you are bread for the journey, and the wine of arrival. Guide us as 
we follow in your way, holding on to each other, reaching out to your 
beloved world. And when we lose our way, seek us out and find us,  
set our feet on the path again, and lead us safely home. In the name  
of Jesus, our Companion, we pray. Amen. 
 
 
HYMN      All Glory, Laud and Honour (Theodulph of Orleans/M.Teschner) VU 122 
 
All glory, laud and honour to you, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
You are the King of Israel, and David’s royal son, 
now in the Lord’s name coming, our King and blessed one. 
 
All glory, laud and honour to you, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went; 
our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present. 
 
All glory, laud and honour to you, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
To you, before your passion, they sang their hymns of praise; 
to you, now high exalted, our melody we raise. 
 
All glory, laud and honour to you, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
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Their praises you accepted; accept the prayers we bring, 
great author of all goodness, O good and gracious king. 
 
All glory, laud and honour to you, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
 
COMMISSIONING & BLESSING 
And now, we go in the joy of God`s love, 
knowing it is powerful enough to cover all that separates us—even death. 
 
May the blessing of God, giver of every good and perfect gift; 
the blessing of Christ, the Redeemer of the lost and broken; 
the blessing of the Holy Spirit, God’s presence in our lives, 
be with each one of us and all whom we love and serve. Amen. 
 
 
POSTLUDE       The Road Home (S.Paulus)  YouTube 
   Conspirare—Soloist, Melissa Givens, soprano 
 

‘Tell me where is the road I can call my own, that I left, that I lost, so long ago. 
All these years I have wondered, Oh when will I know, there’s a way, there’s 

a road that will lead me home.’ 
 
 

 
The United Church of Canada acknowledges that its buildings and ministries, from coast to coast to coast  

are on traditional Territories of Indigenous Peoples. 
  

 
 

All hymns and music used today are reprinted and podcast with permission 
under One License #A-718074 and CCLI Licenses #20425240 and #20425257 

 
 

Participating in Worship today… 
Rev. Lorraine Newton-Comar & Rev. Andrew Comar 
The Backer Family,  Laurie Bentolila, Steve Falk, David Pilkey 
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With thanks to… Noah Comar, videographer, and to Bob Kyriakides,  
video editor…and to all who are filming at home in order to participate 
in worship in some way! J 

The hymn recordings today are from… More Voices: Audio CD (The United Church 
of Canada, 2007 and YouTube 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


