
Welcome 

to Aurora United Church 
…uniting hearts and hands on the journey. 

 

 
 

 

Reign of Christ Sunday 
November 21, 2021 

 
We sing of Jesus, a Jew, born to a woman in poverty in a time of social 

upheaval and political oppression. He knew human joy and sorrow. So filled with the 
Holy Spirit was he that in him people experienced the presence of God among them. 

We sing to God incarnate. (U.C.C. Statement of Faith. A Song of Faith.2006) 
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SEEKING GOD TOGETHER 
 

PRELUDE     The Lord Is My Shepherd (J.Rutter)  Atlanta Master Chorale  YouTube 
 
WELCOME & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP        Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Acknowledgment of Territory/Candle of Remembrance-Every Child Matters 
As we come into worship today, we acknowledge that we reside and worship on the 
traditional lands of the people of the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation… 
and acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
CALL TO WORSHIP        Bill & Nancy Newman 
 
Grace to you and peace from the One who is, 
and who was, and who is to come. 
Grace to you and the peace of Jesus Christ, 
the faithful witness and bearer of truth. 
Lift your voices in praise and thanksgiving, 
for the end is no longer the end, 
but the beginning. 
Shout your alleluias, 
so we may renew our world with the vision 
of peace and justice that God would have 
us live. 
God is the Alpha and the Omega,  
our Lord, our God, 
the one who is and who was  
and who is to come. Alleluia! 
 
 
HYMN     Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation (Mason/Purcell/Hawkins/Belyea) VU 325 
 
Christ is made the sure foundation, 
Christ the head and corner stone, 
chosen of the Lord, and precious 
binding all the church in one, 
Holy Zion’s help forever, 
and its confidence alone. 
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To this temple where we call you, 
come, O Lord of hosts today; 
with your faithful loving kindness 
hear your servants as they pray, 
and your fullest benediction 
shed within its walls always. 
 
Here bestow on all your servants 
what they ask of you to gain, 
what they gain from you forever 
with the blessed to retain, 
and hereafter in your glory 
evermore with you to reign. 
 
Laud and honour to the Father, 
laud and honour to the Son, 
laud and honour to the Spirit, 
ever three and ever one, 
one in might, and one in glory, 
while unending ages run. 
 
 
PRAYER FOR RENEWAL 
Mighty and tender God, voice of the voiceless, power of the powerless: we praise you 
for your vision of a community of wholeness, a realm of peace in which all who 
hunger and thirst are nourished, in which the stranger is welcomed, the hurting are 
healed, and the captives set free. Guide us by your truth and love, until we and all 
your people enact your reign of justice and compassion. We pray in the name of 
your Anointed One, to whom with you and the Spirit, one God, be honour, glory 
and blessing this day. Amen. (A Prayer for the Reign of Christ, adapted:Anon) 
 
 
WORDS OF GRACE 
God creates new hearts within us. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
THEME STORY     Jesus and the Children (Saddleback Kids)  YouTube 
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FINDING GOD TOGETHER 

SCRIPTURE     Revelation 1:4b-8  (I am the Alpha and the Omega.)  NRSV  Craig Arnold 

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it 
is to be. Amen. 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who 
was and who is to come, the Almighty.        
  

GIFT OF MUSIC        A Time for Turning (Craig Courtney) 
                                    The Aurora Chorealis, Wesley Bells in Concert, May 25/19  
   

GOSPEL     John 18:33-37  (Are you the King of the Jews?)   NRSV 

33Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you 
the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell 
you about me?” 35Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief 
priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My 
kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers 
would be fighting to keep me from,,. being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my 
kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, 
“You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 

 
 
Come to the quiet...a time for reflection 
 
 
SERMON     !ruth "ill #ut  
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HYMN        Bread of Life,  Feed My Soul (S.Spencer) MV 194 
 
Bread of life, feed my soul, 
as the presence of the Spirit makes me whole. 
Bread of life, fill my heart 
with the grace and mercy you impart. 
I have heard your voice calling, 
‘Come, my friend, and share 
in the feast that is laid out for you 
to show how much I care.’ 
 
Bread of life, help me live 
a life as pure and true as Jesus did. 
Bread of life, help me see 
the boundless love of Christ for you and me. 
I have heard your voice calling, 
‘Come, my friend, and share 
in the feast that is laid out for you 
to show how much I care.’ 
 
Bread of life, feed my soul, 
as the presence of the Spirit makes me whole. 
Bread of life, fill my heart 
with the grace and mercy you impart 
 
 
 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
 
 

THE NEW CREED   VU p. 918       (The United Church of Canada, General Council 1968,alt.) 
   
Ringers: Joanne Banfill, Nancy Birtch, Joyce Hagarty, Pat Innes, Lisa Kyriakides, Carol Lever, 
Sue Linley, John Malarczyk, Mackenzie Malarczyk, Laura Wells 
  
  
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 
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A Statement about the gifts we bring in worship for the life of the church….          
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 
 
May God come more fully into our lives. 
 May this be so. 
Let us offer our lives for transformation. 
 In hope and joy, we offer ourselves. 
In thanksgiving, let us celebrate Christ in our midst. 
 We welcome the Christ who lives within 
 and between us. 
God, you come to us in the simplicity of a baby, 
yet you are greater than our imagining. 
 Come to us, O God. 
 
Jesus, you hide your ways from the proud, 
yet reveal your truth to those of a childlike spirit. 
 Come to us, O God. 
 
With all creation, we raise our voices to proclaim, singing: 
O holy, holy, holy God, O God of time and space. All earth and sea 
and sky above bear witness to your grace. Hosanna in the highest 
heav’n, creation sings your praise. And blessed is the One who comes 
and bears your name always. MV 203 
 
Come to us now in your vulnerable strength, as we remember Jesus, 
who brought wholeness and life through his death and resurrection. 
 
Before he parted from his friends, Jesus prepared a last supper to share 
with them. He took some bread, and gave thanks for it. Then he broke 
the bread and gave it to them, saying: ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’ 
When supper was all but over, he took a cup of wine, gave thanks for it, 
and gave it to them to drink, saying: ‘This cup is the new relationship 
with God, sealed in my blood. Take and drink from it. It is for all.’ 
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Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 
Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, Christ will come again! MV 204 
 
Come freshly to us, Living God: 
Bring in your kingdom of justice and love; your kingdom come. 
 
Forgive us, that we may learn to acknowledge 
that we lose our way; 
 your kingdom come. 
Heal us, that we may be whole in serving you; 
 your kingdom come. 
Teach us, that we may be surprised into truth; 
 your kingdom come. 
For you are the God who longs to set us free 
to love and serve you wholeheartedly. 
 Your kingdom come in us, O God, 
 and transform the world. 
 
 
Amen, amen, O Holy One! Hosanna and Amen! 
Amen, amen, O Holy One, Hosanna and Amen! MV 205 
 
 
Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
SHARING THE FEAST 
Communion in this time of pandemic will reflect our 
households as we bring to our worship spaces the things 
which speak to our lives…bread/wine, bread/juice; pita,  
rice cracker or otherwise…In response to the invitations: 
‘Jesus Christ, bread of heaven’ and ‘Jesus Christ, cup of 
salvation’…take your elements each in their turn, knowing  
you reside in the embrace of a broad faith community, tied  
to one another in the Spirit of God made known in Jesus.  
We are not alone. 
 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
May we become what we have shared this day: bread and 
wine for a hungry world; a blessing to those whose hearts 
are empty; a light in the darkness. Amen. 
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HYMN        O World of God  (R.B.Y.Scott/C.H.Parry)   VU 258 
 
O world of God, so vast and strange,  
profound and wonderful and fair,  
beyond the utmost reach of thought  
but not beyond our Maker`s care! 
We are not strangers on this earth  
whirling amid the suns of space; 
we are God`s children, this our home,  
with those of every clime and race. 
 
O world where human life is lived,  
so strangely mingling joy and pain, 
so full of evil and of good,  
so needful that the good shall reign! 
It is this world that God has loved,  
and goodness was its Maker`s plan, 
the promise of God`s triumph is  
a humble birth in Bethlehem. 
 
O world of time’s far-stretching years!  
There was a day when time stood still, 
a central moment when there rose  
a cross upon a cruel hill; 
in pain and death love’s power was seen, 
 the mystery of time revealed, 
the wisdom of the ways of God,  
the grace through which our hurt is healed. 
 

 
COMMISSIONING/BLESSING  
May God who brings to birth 
and sustains all life, sustain you; 
may Christ who fashions hope 
and strengthens faith, strengthen us all. 
May the Spirit who empowers and inspires 
action, inspire you— 
today, and in the days to come. 
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And now, may the blessings of God: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
bless us and keep us all, 
as we step into the season of Advent. Amen. 
 
 
POSTLUDE    The Road Home (Stephen Paulus)  YouTube 
         Conspirare, with soprano soloist, Melissa Givens 
 
 

 
 

The United Church of Canada acknowledges that its buildings and ministries, from coast to coast to coast  
are on traditional Territories of Indigenous Peoples. 

 

 
 

All hymns and music used today are reprinted and podcast with permission 
under One License #A-718074 and CCLI Licenses #20425240 and #20425257 

 
 
Participating in Worship today… 
Rev. Lorraine Newton-Comar & Rev. Andrew Comar,  
Bill & Nancy Newman, Craig Arnold, Aurora Chorealis, Wesley Bells, 
Joanne Banfill, Nancy Birtch, Joyce Hagarty, Pat Innes, Lisa Kyriakides, Carol Lever, 
Sue Linley, John Malarczyk, Mackenzie Malarczyk, Laura Wells 
 
With thanks to… Noah Comar, videographer, and to Bob Kyriakides,  
video editor…and to all who are filming at home in order to participate 
in worship in some way! J 
 

Images used in worship video... 

Bulletin Cover – saltproject.org 
Christ Is Made The Sure Foundation – Brian North 
Bread Of  Life – Monika-Grabkowska – Unsplash 
O World of God  - look-up-look-down – Unsplash 
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The hymn recordings today are from…  

More Voices: Audio CD (The United Church of Canada, 2007), Voices United 
Accompaniment Collection Volume 3 (performed by Lydia Pedersen, The United Church 
of Canada, 2009) and YouTube. 

Christ Is Made The Sure Foundation - The Cathedral Church of St. James, Toronto. 
David Simon, organist. 
Bread of Life - St. Paul’s United Church Choir, Riverview, NB. Brenda Barnes, director. 
 
O World of God – Lydia Pedersen 
 

Kingsfold Sanctus, Kingsfold Memorial Acclamation and Kingsfold Great Amen – 
Gathered singers at Emmanuel College, Toronto, Ontario, September 28, 2006. 
The Lord Is My Shepherd (John Rutter). Atlanta Master Chorale. Atlanta, Georgia. May 
24, 2021. Used with permission. Atlanta Master Chorale. November 18, 2021. 
 
The Road Home (Stephen Paulus). Conspirare, with soprano soloist, Melissa Givens. 
 
Jesus and the Children – Saddleback Kids. October 2, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 


