
 SEEKING GOD TOGETHER  

PRELUDE  NoëlÊenÊDuoÊsurÊlesÊJeuxÊd'Anches,Ê 
sansÊtremblantÊ(Louis-ClaudeÊDaquin) 
 
WELCOME & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE    
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 
Acknowledgment of Territory/Every Child Matters/
Rainbow Candle of Inclusion            BrianÊWalterÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 
 
INTROIT ÊWhenÊHeaven’sÊBrightÊwithÊMysteryÊ 
(RobÊJohns/EnglishÊtrad.ÊmelodyÊarr.ÊRalphÊVaughanÊWilliams) 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                 
AÊnewÊchurchÊseasonÊisÊaboutÊtoÊbegin. 
TheÊlifeÊofÊJesusÊrevealsÊtoÊusÊtheÊwonderfulÊnatureÊofÊ
God’sÊlove. 
It is God who gathers us and all creation by the love 
that shines forth in Jesus Christ. 
ComeÊintoÊtheÊgraceÊofÊGodÊwhoÊhealsÊandÊrestoresÊ– 
Whose spirit transforms our mourning into joy. 
ComeÊasÊaÊpeopleÊwhoseÊhopeÊandÊcallÊis 
God’sÊsalvation. 
Let us worship God so that we may go and serve! 
Come,ÊletÊusÊworshipÊinÊunity,ÊpeaceÊandÊjoy! 
 Ê 
*HYMN ÊIÊamÊtheÊLightÊofÊtheÊWorldÊ p.7 

 
PRAYER FOR RENEWAL & THE LORD’S PRAYER  
AlmightyÊGod,ÊyouÊareÊAlphaÊandÊOmega,ÊtheÊ 
beginningÊandÊtheÊendÊofÊallÊthingsÊinÊheavenÊandÊearth.ÊÊ
AtÊtheÊbeginningÊofÊanotherÊyearÊandÊtheÊpassingÊawayÊ
ofÊanÊoldÊyear,ÊweÊgather. 
We gather to praise you for the gift of time, to thank 
you for a New Year that stands before us, to seek 
your guidance and care in the days ahead, to show 

our confidence that as we journey into another year, 
you journey with us. Nurturing God, you are the one 
who nourishes us for the journey.  May we be 
strengthened as we gather at your table today.  May 
the mystery of your presence, experienced in our  
worship, bind us together into one community of 
faith.  And as Jesus taught us, so now we pray.   
Our Father…  
 
WORDS OF GRACE 
TakeÊcomfortÊinÊtheÊassuranceÊthatÊevenÊthoseÊthingsÊthatÊ
areÊhiddenÊfromÊmemory,ÊorÊareÊtooÊdeepÊforÊourÊwords,Ê
areÊnotÊbeyondÊGod’sÊforgivingÊlove.ÊÊGodÊknowsÊusÊ
completelyÊandÊbestowsÊpardonÊandÊpeace. 
Thanks be to God for the gifts that give us new life! 

 
SUNG RESPONSE  Arise,ÊBeÊClothedÊinÊtheÊLightÊ 
(VU 886)       Arise, be clothed in the light.  
Arise, be clothed in the light. Your light has come, 
your light has come. Hallelujah!  (repeat) 
 
TIME FOR ALL AGES 

FINDING GOD TOGETHER 

SCRIPTURE  IsaiahÊ60:1-6Êp.690 Pew Bible OT  
(TheÊnationsÊshallÊbeÊgatheredÊtoÊGod’sÊlight.)Ê PatÊInnesÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 
 
ANTHEM  WeÊSeekÊtheÊTinyÊKingÊ(RuthÊElaineÊSchram) 
 
GOSPEL READING ÊMatthewÊ2:1-12Ê 
(TheÊvisitÊofÊtheÊmagi.)Êp. 2 Pew Bible NT  
 
SERMON  Travelling By the Light of a Star    
      The Rev. Tim Dayfoot 
 
*HYMN  FromÊaÊDistantÊHomeÊÊp. 7 

 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE 

A NEW CREED VUÊp.Ê918 
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GODÊ 
OFFERTORY  TheÊWexfordÊCarolÊ 
ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ(trad.ÊIrishÊarr.ÊPhillipÊKeveren)Ê 
 
*DEDICATION   WhatÊCanÊWeÊBring?Ê(Mayberry/Kai) 
 
WhatÊcanÊweÊbring,ÊwhatÊcanÊweÊoffer,ÊwhatÊgiftsÊfromÊ
heavenÊsent,ÊtoÊlightÊCreation?ÊÊWeÊbringÊrespect,ÊweÊ
bringÊcompassion,ÊweÊbreatheÊintoÊtheÊlifeÊthatÊteachesÊallÊ
isÊholy.ÊÊAndÊjusticeÊshallÊbeÊourÊheart’sÊdelight,ÊanÊopenÊ
door.ÊÊWeÊbringÊthisÊLove,ÊweÊbringÊthisÊOneÊLove.ÊÊ 
WeÊbringÊthisÊLove,ÊweÊbringÊthisÊOneÊLove. 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER & Prayer Shawl Blessing 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
(on back pages of bulletin) 
 
*HYMN  AÊLightÊisÊGleamingÊÊp. 8 
 
*COMMISSIONING 
 
*SUNG BLESSING   
GoÊNowÊinÊPeace,ÊGuidedÊbyÊtheÊÊLightÊ(MV 211)   
GoÊnowÊinÊpeace,ÊguidedÊbyÊtheÊlightÊofÊChrist,ÊsoÊyouÊ
mayÊÊbeÊnourishedÊbyÊtheÊWordÊofÊLife.Ê(repeat) 
 
POSTLUDE  JosephÊestÊbienÊmariéÊ 
ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ(Claude-BénigneÊBalbastre)Ê 
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Prayers of the People  
AtÊthisÊtime,ÊweÊalsoÊremember 
allÊwithÊwhomÊyouÊwouldÊhaveÊusÊshareÊyourÊfeast. 
WeÊprayÊforÊallÊwhoÊareÊinÊsorrowÊorÊpain… 
allÊwhoÊareÊillÊorÊalone… 
allÊwhoÊliveÊwithÊfear,Êoppression,ÊorÊhunger… 
allÊwhomÊtheÊworldÊcountsÊasÊlastÊandÊleast… 
WeÊprayÊforÊtheÊchurchÊandÊitsÊvariedÊministries… 
forÊnationsÊasÊtheyÊstriveÊforÊpeaceÊandÊjustice… 
forÊallÊourÊfamiliesÊandÊfriends… 
PourÊoutÊyourÊHolyÊSpiritÊonÊus,ÊandÊonÊallÊyourÊpeople. 
BlessÊthisÊbreadÊandÊthisÊcup,ÊthatÊtheyÊmightÊrefreshÊusÊandÊ
renewÊusÊasÊChrist’sÊbodyÊinÊtheÊworld. 
MayÊourÊAmenÊbeÊheard,ÊasÊweÊsingÊtogether. 
Amen, Amen, O Holy One! Hosanna and Amen! 
Amen, Amen, O Holy One! Hosanna and Amen! (MV 205) 
Words of Institution  
Welcome to the Table  
Come,ÊforÊallÊthingsÊareÊnowÊready.Ê 
May we come to the table with all our kin and share with 
all in need — theÊgiftÊofÊhealingÊforÊthoseÊofÊusÊinÊpain,ÊtheÊ
giftÊofÊÊreconciliationÊforÊthoseÊofÊusÊestranged,ÊtheÊgiftÊofÊ 
assuranceÊforÊthoseÊofÊusÊinÊdoubt,ÊandÊtheÊgiftÊofÊhopeÊforÊ
thoseÊofÊusÊinÊtears.ÊMay we who share these gifts, share 
Christ with one another and with all our kin.  
Prayer After Communion (FromÊ“And the Table Will Be 
Wide” byÊJanÊRichardson)Ê 
And the table will be wide. And the welcome will be wide. 
And the arms will open wide to gather us in. And our 
hearts will open wide to receive. And we will come as  
children who trust there is enough. And we will give up 
our appetite for despair. And we will taste and know of 
delight. And we will become bread for a hungering world. 
And we will become drink for those who thirst. And the 
blessed will become the blessing. And everywhere will be 
the feast. Amen. 
 
 

The Sunday before Epiphany 
 

January 4, 2026    
11:00 AM 
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AURORA UNITED  
CHURCH 

 An Affirming Congregation  

  
 Church Office   905-727-1935 
www.auroraunitedchurch.ca 

 
Rev. Tim Dayfoot & Rev. Linda Wheler 
Music Coordinator—Margaret Heney 

 

 The United Church of Canada acknowledges that its buildings and ministries,  
from coast to coast to coast, are on tradiࢼonal territories of Indigenous  
Peoples. 
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TheÊGreatÊThanksgivingÊPrayerÊ 
(PrayerÊbeforeÊCommunion) 

 
LiftÊupÊyourÊhearts:ÊWe lift them up to God.  
LetÊusÊhonourÊourÊCreator.ÊIt is right to honour God.  
ItÊisÊrightÊtoÊhonourÊGodÊandÊtoÊgiveÊourÊthanks.Ê 
We give our thanks to God.  
HolyÊGodÊofÊlightÊandÊlove,ÊbyÊtheÊlightÊofÊyourÊpromiseÊ
youÊguideÊyourÊpeopleÊacrossÊtheÊdesertÊandÊthroughÊtheÊ
night.ÊÊInÊtheÊlightÊofÊyourÊpresenceÊweÊbeholdÊyourÊgloryÊ
andÊofferÊyouÊourÊgifts.ÊÊThroughÊtheÊlightÊofÊyourÊpeaceÊ
youÊclaimÊusÊasÊyourÊbeloved,ÊandÊjoyÊisÊourÊbanquet.ÊÊ 
WeÊgiveÊyouÊthanksÊthatÊyouÊmakeÊmanifestÊyourÊglory:Ê
lightingÊtheÊwayÊforÊeveryÊpilgrim,ÊgiftingÊtheÊearthÊwithÊ
theÊPrinceÊofÊPeace,ÊsettingÊaÊtableÊforÊallÊwhoÊhunger.ÊÊ
AndÊsoÊitÊisÊthatÊweÊsingÊourÊpraise:Ê 
O holy, holy, holy God, O God of time and space. All 
earth and sea and sky above bear witness to Your 
grace. Hosanna in the highest heaven. Creation sings 
Your praise. And blessed is the One who comes and 
bears Your name always. (MV 203) 
AsÊweÊgatherÊatÊthisÊfeastingÊtable,ÊweÊrememberÊthatÊonÊ
theÊnightÊbeforeÊheÊdied,ÊJesusÊfeastedÊwithÊhisÊfriends.ÊHeÊ
tookÊaÊloafÊofÊbread,ÊthankedÊyouÊasÊweÊhaveÊthankedÊyou,Ê
brokeÊtheÊbread,ÊandÊgaveÊitÊtoÊthem,Êsaying:Ê“Take,Êeat.Ê
ThisÊisÊmyÊbody,ÊgivenÊforÊyou.ÊWheneverÊyouÊfeastÊ 
together,ÊrememberÊme.”ÊThenÊheÊtookÊaÊcup,ÊandÊafterÊ 
givingÊthanks,ÊpassedÊitÊtoÊhisÊfriends,Êsaying:Ê“Drink.Ê
ThisÊcupÊisÊtheÊpromiseÊofÊGod,ÊmadeÊinÊmyÊblood.Ê 
WheneverÊyouÊdrinkÊtogether,ÊrememberÊme.”Ê 
RememberingÊyourÊboundlessÊloveÊshownÊtoÊusÊinÊJesusÊ
Christ,ÊweÊofferÊyouÊourÊpraise,ÊasÊweÊproclaimÊinÊsongÊ
theÊgreatÊmysteryÊofÊourÊfaith:Ê 
Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, Christ will 
come again! Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again! (MV 204) 
 HolyÊSpirit,ÊuniteÊusÊatÊthisÊfeastÊandÊmayÊitÊstrengthenÊusÊ
toÊliveÊtheÊresurrectedÊandÊreconciledÊlifeÊofÊChristÊinÊ 
creation.Ê 
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IÊAmÊtheÊLightÊofÊtheÊWorldÊVU 87 
 
Refrain:Ê'I am the light of the world! You people come and follow me!' 
If you follow and love you'll learn the mystery of what you were meant to do  
and be. 
 
WhenÊtheÊsongÊofÊtheÊangelsÊisÊstilled,ÊwhenÊtheÊstarÊinÊtheÊskyÊisÊgone, 
whenÊtheÊkingsÊandÊtheÊshepherdsÊhaveÊfoundÊtheirÊwayÊhome,Ê 
theÊworkÊofÊChristmasÊisÊbegun:ÊÊR 
 
ToÊfindÊtheÊlostÊandÊlonelyÊone,ÊtoÊhealÊtheÊbrokenÊsoulÊwithÊlove,ÊtoÊfeedÊ 
theÊhungryÊchildrenÊwithÊwarmthÊandÊgoodÊfood,ÊtoÊfeelÊtheÊearthÊbelow,Ê 
theÊskyÊabove!Ê R 
 
ToÊfreeÊtheÊprisonerÊfromÊallÊchains,ÊtoÊmakeÊtheÊpowerfulÊcare,ÊtoÊrebuildÊ 
theÊnationsÊwithÊstrengthÊofÊgoodÊwill,ÊtoÊseeÊGod'sÊchildrenÊeverywhere!ÊÊR 
 
ToÊbringÊhopeÊtoÊeveryÊtaskÊyouÊdo,ÊtoÊdanceÊatÊaÊbaby'sÊnewÊbirth,Ê 
toÊmakeÊmusicÊinÊanÊoldÊperson'sÊheart,ÊandÊsingÊtoÊtheÊcoloursÊofÊtheÊearth!ÊÊR 
 
FromÊaÊDistantÊHomeÊVU 89 

FromÊaÊdistantÊhomeÊtheÊSaviourÊweÊcomeÊseeking,ÊusingÊasÊourÊguideÊtheÊstarÊsoÊ
brightlyÊbeaming. 

Refrain: Lovely eastern star that tells us of God’s morning, heaven’s wondrous 
light, O never cease your shining! Glory in the highest to the Son of Heaven, and 
upon the earth be peace and love to all.  

GlowingÊgoldÊIÊbringÊtheÊnewbornÊbabeÊsoÊholy,ÊtokenÊofÊhisÊpowerÊtoÊreignÊaboveÊ 
inÊglory.ÊR 
FrankincenseÊIÊbringÊtheÊchildÊofÊGod’sÊownÊchoosing,ÊtokenÊofÊourÊprayersÊtoÊheavenÊ
everÊrising.ÊR 
BitterÊmyrrhÊhaveÊIÊtoÊgiveÊtheÊinfantÊJesus,ÊtokenÊofÊtheÊpainÊthatÊheÊwillÊbearÊtoÊ 
saveÊus.ÊR 

AÊLightÊisÊGleaming ÊVU 82 
 
Refrain: A light is gleaming, spreading its arms throughout the night,  
living in the light. Come share its gladness, God's radiant love is burning bright,  
living in the light. 
 
WhenÊlightÊcomesÊpouringÊintoÊtheÊdarkestÊplace,ÊitÊhurtsÊourÊeyesÊtoÊseeÊtheÊglow.Ê
SometimesÊaÊwordÊofÊhopeÊremindsÊusÊofÊourÊfears,ÊourÊmemoriesÊandÊtears.ÊÊR 
 
WhenÊnightÊisÊroundÊusÊandÊeveryÊshadowÊgrows,ÊaÊstarÊisÊthereÊtoÊlightÊourÊway.Ê 
ItÊtellsÊaÊstoryÊofÊJesusÊwhoÊcameÊnearÊtoÊsay:Ê'God'sÊlightÊwillÊeverÊstay.'ÊÊR 
 
AndÊJesusÊshowedÊusÊaÊbrighterÊpathÊtoÊwalk.ÊHeÊshowedÊusÊthingsÊweÊhadn'tÊseen. 
NowÊwe,ÊlikeÊJesus,ÊcanÊhelpÊcreationÊshine,ÊandÊthisÊwillÊbeÊaÊsign:ÊÊR 
 
SoÊletÊusÊliveÊinÊtheÊbrightnessÊGodÊhasÊgiv'n,ÊandÊletÊusÊriseÊtoÊseeÊtheÊdawn. 
WeÊtrustÊthatÊGodÊisÊhereÊa-sparkleÊandÊablaze,Ê-ÊwarmingÊallÊourÊdays.ÊÊR 


