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SEEKING GOD TOGETHER
PRELUDE The Water is Wide (arr. Edward Broughton)

WELCOME & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

Acknowledgment of Territory/Every Child Matters/
Rainbow Candle of Inclusion Alison Heffer

INTROIT Behold a New Joy
(Pat Mayberry/Shauna Sperry)

CALL TO WORSHIP

Let us journey to the Jordan River.

The place where the people of Israel crossed when
they came into the promised land.

Let us journey to the Jordan River.

And stand with the crowds who hear John’s
preaching and are baptized by him.

Let us journey to the Jordan River.

And watch with awe as Jesus comes to be baptized.

Let us journey to the Jordan River.

And listen to the voice that calls us all children of
God and blessed by God.

Come! Let us worship God!

*HYMN When Jesus Comes to Be Baptized p. 7

PRAYER FOR RENEWAL & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Loving God, you are the one who says to all who
thirst, come to the water and drink deeply of these
living streams. You call to all who are weary, and
to all who yearn for forgiveness. As the waters of
the Jordan washed over Jesus, so may the Holy
Spirit wash over each of us this day. May we hear
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you beckoning and blessing us, gracious God. Name
us in your goodness that we might rediscover who we

are in your eyes. Our Father, who art in heaven...

WORDS OF GRACE
Arise, shine, for your light has come; and over you

the glory of God has dawned. Friends, believe the
good news!

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, loved and free to
become new.

SUNG RESPONSE Arise, Be Clothed in the Light
vusss)  Arise, be clothed in the light.

Arise, be clothed in the light. Your light has come,
your light has come. Hallelujah! (repeat)

TIME FOR ALL AGES

SUNDAY SCHOOL

FINDING GOD TOGETHER

RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 29 p. 7
Jackie Catto

ANTHEM You’ve Searched Me God, You Know Me
(Pat Mayberry arr. David Kai)

GOSPEL READING Matthew 3:13-17
(The Baptism of Jesus) p. 3 Pew Bible NT

SERMON Rev. Linda Wheler

*HYMN 1 Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry
p-8
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD
OFFERTORY Mary, Did You Know?
(Mark Lowry/Buddy Greene) George Collins

*DEDICATION What Can We Bring? (Mayberry/Kai)

What can we bring, what can we offer, what gifts from
heaven sent, to light Creation? We bring respect, we
bring compassion, we breathe into the life that teaches
all is holy. And justice shall be our heart’s delight, an
open door. We bring this Love, we bring this One
Love. We bring this Love, we bring this One Love.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER & Prayer Shawl Blessing

RENEWING OUR BAPTISMAL VOWS

Introduction
And now I ask you to profess the faith into which you
were baptized, in which you continue to live and grow:

*Renewing our Baptismal Vows

Do you believe in God, who made you and loves you
into life?

We are not alone, we live in God’s world.

We believe in God: who has created and is creating...

Do you believe in Jesus Christ and his saving grace?
We believe in God...who has come in Jesus,
the Word made Flesh. To reconcile and make new...

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, and the continuing
work in our world and in our lives?

We believe in God...who works in us and others by
the Spirit. We trust in God.



-5

Will you continue to live out your faith as one body

in Christ?

We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s
presence, to live with respect in Creation, to love and
serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim
Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

Time of Renewal
The Invitation

This morning you are invited, whether you have been
baptized or not, to celebrate God’s promise that God will
never leave us nor forsake us.

You are invited to come forward via the center aisle and
dip your hand in the font as a way of remembering your
own baptism.

Touching the water is not to be understood as a repetition
of baptism rather it is a tangible, physical way to recall
the event that is at the root of the Christian life.

The physical act of coming forward and touching the
water is an action that declares our faith to be rooted in
the Living Water, our Christ Jesus.

If you wish to take a glass drop, please keep it as a sign of
God’s faithful presence.

Hear God’s words again: I have called you by name,

you are mine. You are precious in my sight and honoured,
and I love you. Do not fear for I am with you.

I am the Lord Your God. Water cleanses, purifies,
refreshes, and sustains. Jesus Christ is the living water.
Come remember your Baptism and be thankful.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
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*HYMN Three Things I Promise p.9

Three things I promise, Holy God, in age and youth, in life
and death: to bless your Name, and cling to Christ, and listen
for the Spirit’s breath.

Your love unfolded time and space, and life, and all that life
became, and so, with thankful hearth and voice,
through good and ill, I bless your Name.

I follow, serve, and cling to Christ amid our culture’s tides
and trends, fore here your Name is most revealed:
Majestic Love, and Best of Friends.

Enlivened as the Spirit moves to cleanse, awaken, and renew,
I pray that justice, peace, and truth, may see and grow in all
I do.

If I should live when vigour fades, and family and friends are
gone, three acts of loving faith reman when days are slow,
and work is done.

Revive and guide me, Living God, as day by day, until my
death, I bless your Name, and cling to Christ, and listen for
the Spirit’s breath.

*COMMISSIONING

*SUNG BLESSING Go Now in Peace, Guided by the Light
(MV 211) Go now in peace, guided by the light of Christ,
so you be may nourished by the Word of Life. (repeat)

POSTLUDE The Clarion Call (David Paxton)
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When Jesus Comes to be Baptized VU 100

When Jesus comes to be baptized, he leaves the hidden years behind,
the years of safety and of peace, to bear the sins of humankind.

The Spirit of the Lord comes down, anoints the Christ to suffering,
to preach the word, to free the bound, and to the mourner, comfort bring.

He will not quench the dying flame, and what is bruised he will not break,
but heal the wound injustice dealt, and out of death his triumph make.

O Spirit help us be like Christ: to live in love and charity,
to walk in truth and justice now, and grow in Christian dignity.

We praise you, God, source of all life, we praise you, Christ, eternal Word,
we praise you, Spirit, gracious gift; your triune presence fills our world.

Psalm 29 VU 756

Refrain: Glory, glory, glory to our God!
Ascribe to God, you powers of the heaven, ascribe to God all glory and strength!

Ascribe due honour to God’s holy name, and worship in the beauty of holiness!
R

God’s voice 1s over the waters — God’s glory thundering across the great waters.
God’s voice is power, God’s voice is full of majesty.

God’s voice shatters the cedars, splinters the cedars of Lebanon.

God’s voice makes Lebanon skip like a calf, Mount Hermon stampede like
a wild young bull.

God’s voice forks into tongues of fire, God’s voice shakes the wilderness,

sets trembling the wilderness of Kadesh.

God’s voice causes the oaks to whirl, stripping the forest bare;

and in the temple all cry: Glory! R

God sits enthroned above the waters, God is enthroned as sovereign forever.
You give strength to your people, O God.

Now give to your people the blessing of peace. R

I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry VU 644

I was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old. I rejoiced the day
you were baptized, to see your life unfold.

I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well; in a blaze of light
you wandered off to find where demons dwell.

When you heard the wonder of the word, I was there to cheer you on; you were raised
to praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong.

If you find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one, I'll be there to
make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun.

In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young. I'll be there to guide you
through the night, complete what ['ve begun.

When the evening gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes, I'll be there as I
have always been with just one more surprise.

I was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old. I rejoiced the day
you were baptized, to see your life unfold.



Three Things I Promise MV 176

Three things I promise, Holy God, in age and youth, in life and death: to bless your
Name, and cling to Christ, and listen for the Spirit’s breath.

Your love unfolded time and space, and life, and all that life became, and so, with
thankful hearth and voice, through good and ill, I bless your Name.

I follow, serve, and cling to Christ amid our culture’s tides and trends, fore here your
Name is most revealed: Majestic Love, and Best of Friends.

Enlivened as the Spirit moves to cleanse, awaken, and renew, 1 pray that justice,
peace, and truth, may see and grow in all I do.

If I should live when vigour fades, and family and friends are gone, three acts of
loving faith reman when days are slow, and work is done.

Revive and guide me, Living God, as day by day, until my death, I bless your Name,
and cling to Christ, and listen for the Spirit’s breath.
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